
JAMESMATHEW 
Group CEO, Crowe (UAE & Oman) 
Board Member, Crowe Global 

www.jamesmathew.com

Smart decisions. Lasting value.



www.jamesmathew.com

Ÿ Moved to Dubai in 1992. A prolic 
professional career of 26 years in 
the UAE.

Ÿ Born in 1966, A native of Calicut, 
Kerala.

Ÿ Schooling from Sainik School, 
Thiruvananthapuram. A staunch 
athlete in school wherein his record 
in 200M & 400M still remains 
unbroken.

Ÿ Studied Bachelor of Science (BSc) 
from Calicut, University of Kerala, 
scoring 100% in Mathematics 
throughout college.    

Ÿ A Fellow Chartered Accountant 
(FCA) from the Insititute of Chartered 
Accountants of India (ICAI) in 1992 
& later a Certied Public Accountant 
(CPA) from Denver, Colorado, USA 
in 2000

Ÿ Joined Crowe in 1996 as a Partner, 
became the Group CEO of UAE & 
Oman in 2017.

Ÿ Elected to the Board of Crowe 
Global in 2017, being the rst from 
MENA region.

Ÿ Past Chairman of ICAI Dubai 
Chapter & Secretary General of 
Indian Business & Professional 
Council, Dubai

Ÿ Recognised among top 100 business 
leaders in the region.
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50 years back, Dubai was a mere shing 

and pearl trading town in the Arabian 

deserts; struck gold in the year 1966 when 

it discovered oil. This chance discovery led 

to the barren stretch of land transforming 

itself into one of the most diverse metropolis 

in the Middle East region. Post- Gulf War of 

1990, Dubai left no stone unturned in 

spreading its wings to build one of the most 

popular tourist destinations of the world, 

aiming to be better than the best in various 

elds ranging from hospitality, tourism, 

infrastructural development and trade and 

commerce. The city is reminiscent of the 

enlightened vision of its leaders and the grit 

to dream the impossible and make it 

possible. 

In sync with Dubai’s larger than life 

persona, is one of Dubai’s visionary 

entrepreneurs, who was born in Calicut 

Kerala, in 1966. His life story draws a 

parallel to the growth story of the city he 

calls home today. Just as Dubai started with 

small steady steps on the path of 

tremendous growth, success and 

development; James Mathew embarked on 

his journey when he moved here in the year 

1992. He witnessed the city transform into a 

nancial and business centre, while he grew 

from a humble beginning to a business 

leader in the region.
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They say, ‘‘from humble beginnings come great things”. 

Mr. James Mathew was born to Mr. P.S. Mathai and Mrs. 

Thankamma Mathai in the historic Calicut district of 

Kerala. Parents are the rst teachers and home is the 

rst school; James Mathew attributes his professional 

success, spiritual aptitude and personal growth to his 

parents for the values they inculcated in him. 

Mr. James Mathew did his and still reminiscence the 

best lessons of life learned during the student life. His 

favourite subject was Mathematics and he was the only 

student who scored 100% in Mathematics throughout 

college. 

His exceptional ability with the numbers could not miss 

the attention of the college professor who advised him 

to pursue accountancy over other popular career 

options then. It came as no surprise when this prodigy 

in Mathematics went on to become a Chartered 

Accountant from the Institute of Chartered Accountants 

of India and later a Certied Public Accountant (CPA) 

from Denver, Colorado, United States of America.

He found the perfect companion in Mrs. Bindu James, 

to accompany in the journey of greater heights in 

personal and professional life. They treasure a beautiful 

family blessed with two daughters. Since the beginning, 

Mrs. Bindu James is actively involved in the day to day 

running of his successful business which has contributed 

immensely to his growth and achievements. 

The Beginning
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The success story in the land of gold is also the story of 

inuring the adversities of nature and glow of sheer hard 

work and determination. Mr. James Mathew moved to 

Dubai in the year 1992 and started working as a Senior 

Auditor until 1996. 

A person of acute business acumen and leadership 

cannot hold back from unleashing his entrepreneur skills 

for too long. James joined Mak & Associates in 1996 as 

a Partner, which became a part of Crowe network in 

2008. He carved his niche to be among the management 

leadership and today, he is the Group CEO of Crowe in 

UAE & Oman. 

His public persona is well recognized and outspread 

beyond the country or the region but to the entire network 

across the globe.  This year Mr. James Mathew was 

elected to the Board of Crowe Global, being the rst 

person ever from the MENA region to be elected to the 

prestigious Global Board of the 8th largest accounting 

and audit rm in the world.

Mr. James Mathew is well known and commands respect 

for his vast knowledge and understanding of the 

intricacies of running an enterprise and economic affairs 

which he has earned from the 25 years of working in the 

middle-east market. He has helped more than 500 

clients in establishing and operating their enterprises 

successfully. More than his professional talent and skills, 

it’s his cheerful and charismatic personality which makes 

him a popular face in the business circles. He has held 

many key positions in important organizations. 

The Journey



Ÿ Board Member of Crowe Global, headquartered in New York, US.

Ÿ Past Secretary-General (Year 2015-17) of Indian Business and 

Professional Council, Dubai.

Ÿ James Mathew was honoured with Master Vision International 

Excellence award 2017 in association with Jeevan TV.

Ÿ 2017 Brand Ambassador Award at the 9th Annual Leadership & 

Management Congress Week by Alleem Foundation, UAE. 

Ÿ Recognized among World’s Greatest Leaders 2016-17 by Asia 

One & URS Media Publications.

Ÿ Awarded NRI Excellence Award in Financial Consultancy and 

Excellence by Kairali TV, Malayalam Communications Ltd. India in 

March 2016.

Ÿ Awarded for “Leadership Excellence” by the World Malayalee 

Council in 2015.

Ÿ James Mathew was shortlisted as one of the ‘Super 100’ Business 

Leaders in the Middle East and Africa region.

Ÿ Elected Chairman of Dubai Chapter - Institute of Chartered 

Accountants of India (ICAI). During his tenure, Dubai Chapter was 

adjudged “The Best Overseas Chapter” of ICAI – 2013.

Ÿ Adjudged as one of the most Successful Non-Resident Indians from 

the State of Kerala by the "Dhanam Publications” in March 2011.

Ÿ Appointed to the Board of Assessors of the prestigious Mohammed 

Bin Rashid Business Award in 2006.

Ÿ Elected General Secretary of the board of Dubai Quality Group 

(2004 – 2008).

Professional Afliations, 
Awards and Positions Held: 
In a career spanning 25 Years 
James Mathew’s contributions 
have been the following:
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The success story in the land of gold is also the story of 

inuring the adversities of nature and glow of sheer hard 

work and determination. Mr. James Mathew moved to 

Dubai in the year 1992 and started working as a Senior 

Auditor until 1996. 

A person of acute business acumen and leadership 

cannot hold back from unleashing his entrepreneur skills 

for too long. James joined Mak & Associates in 1996 as 

a Partner, which became a part of Crowe network in 

2008. He carved his niche to be among the management 

leadership and today, he is the Group CEO of Crowe in 

UAE & Oman. 

The Person 

His public persona is well recognized and outspread 

beyond the country or the region but to the entire network 

across the globe.  This year Mr. James Mathew was 

elected to the Board of Crowe Global, being the rst 

person ever from the MENA region to be elected to the 

prestigious Global Board of the 8th largest accounting 

and audit rm in the world.

Mr. James Mathew is well known and commands respect 

for his vast knowledge and understanding of the 

intricacies of running an enterprise and economic affairs 

which he has earned from the 25 years of working in the 

middle-east market. He has helped more than 500 

clients in establishing and operating their enterprises 

successfully. More than his professional talent and skills, 

it’s his cheerful and charismatic personality which makes 

him a popular face in the business circles. He has held 

many key positions in important organizations. 
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